FROM PHNOM PENH TO SIEM REAP BY THE SOUTHERN

ROAD (KHTSOUR)
8 days / 7 nights

A second itinerary exploring Siem Reap from Phnom Penh, but by passing through the southern shore of the Tonle
Lake. On the way, discover the floating villages, a former capital city and the charming provincial town of
Battambang. The visitor will then head to Siem Reap and on the way, stop by at the relatively unknown Banteay

Chhmar Temple.

D1 PHNOM PENH

Upon arrival, get welcomed by the
local Guide at Phnom Penh airport.
Then, transfer and check-in at the
hotel.

Note: Rooms are available from 2pm.

Depart for a first discovery of the
Cambodian capital, including the
National Museum and discover the
history of the famous Khmer Empire
and Angkor. It houses the finest
collection of a millenniums’ worth of
masterful Khmer sculpture designs.

Afterwards, visit the Royal Palace, the
current residence of His Majesty King
Norodom Sihamoni, and the famous
Silver Pagoda. It dominates the city
by its impressive architecture and the
remarkable golden Khmer classical
ornament.
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ROYAL PALACE

Then, walk towards the 27-metre-high
Vat Phnom Temple, the oldest and
tallest sacred shrine in the city. Today,
many people come here to pray for
good luck and prosperity.

Finally, if the time permits, stroll
through the bustling Central Market,
famous for its Art-Deco architecture,
then at the Russian market.

Overnight in Phnom Penh.

D2 PHNOM PENH-OUDONG-
KOMPONG CHHNANG-PURSAT-
BATTAMBANG (B/L)

After breakfast, drive towards the

OUDONG
provincial capital of Pursat, which is
renowned in the country for its
marble sculptors.

En route, stop by at the abandoned
royal city of Oudong (early 17t
century) and visit the temples and
stupas that cover the hills. Then, stop
by at the pottery villages around
Kompong Chhnang the “Port of the
Pottery”, located at the confluence of
Tonle Lake and Tonle River.

By midday, stop by for lunch at a local
restaurant.

In the afternoon, continue by road to
Battambang through the fertile rice
fields of the western Cambodia,
known as the rice granary of the
country.

Finally, arrive and check-in at the
hotel.

Overnight in Battambang.

D3 BATTAMBANG (B/L)

After breakfast, visit the traditional
house at Phum Wat Kor, then drive
along the Sanker River through the
charming country side until Wat Ek
Phnom Temple (11™ century).

On the way back, visit the lovely Wat
Slaket Pagoda and Prahok Market
(Prahok is the Cambodian fermented
fish paste).

Lunch is at a local restaurant.

In the afternoon, stroll through the
town centre with the Guide and
admire its colonial architecture,
Chinese shop-houses and colourful
temples.

Overnight in Battambang.

D4 BATTAMBANG-BANTEAY
CHHMAR-SIEM REAP (B/L)

After breakfast, drive to Banteay
Meanchey Province, located 74 miles
from Battambang to visit the ancient
temple of Banteay Chhmar, dating
from the late 12" to the early 13%
century. It is thought to have been
built by Jayarvarman Il. However, it
was later rebuilt by Jayarvarman ViII,
as a funerary temple for his sons and
four generals who had been killed in a



battle against the Cham invasion in
1177.
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BANTEAY CHHMAR

Lunch is at a local restaurant.

In the afternoon, take a tour around
the village to observe the daily life of
Khmer people. Then, pass through
scenic rice paddies before continuing
the road to Siem Reap and the
majestic Angkor, listed in 1992 as a
World Heritage Site by UNESCO.

Later on, stop by on the way to visit
Banteay Top, another wonderful and
isolated ancient temple.

In the late afternoon, arrive and
check-in at the hotel.

Overnight in Siem Reap.

Note: In all seasons, the road leading
to Siem Reap via Banteay Chhamar
may be in poor condition and the trip
can be uncomfortable.

D5 SIEM REAP (B/L)

After breakfast, visit the National
Museum and discover the history of
the famous Khmer Empire and
Angkor. It houses the finest collection
of a millenniums’ worth of masterful
Khmer sculpture designs.

Then, depart by bicycle or by a
motorcycle trailer ("rem ok", to be
advised upon reservation) to visit the
Preah Khan Temple, which was the
royal residence during the
construction of Angkor Thom. It was
built by Jayavarman VII during the
second half of the 12 century. Like
the Ta Phrom Temple, its aesthetics of
vegetation and trees consume the
ruins.

Lunch is at a local restaurant.

In the afternoon, continue to the
beautiful twin temples of
Thommanon and Chau Say Tevoda
(early 12 century), the unfinished
temple-mountain of Ta Keo and the
holy water basin of Srah Srang. Then,
explore the Banteay Kdei Monastery.
With tall trees casting shade over
Buddhist sculptures, as well as its
ruins being a captivating maze of
chambers, the temple’s mystery and
solitude make it a delightful hidden
gem.

THOMMANON TEMPLE

Proceed to Vvisiting the scenic Ta
Phrom Monastery, one of the most
famous monuments along with
Angkor Wat and the Bayon.
Abandoned in the jungle, its ruins are
now invaded by roots of the kapok
tree, which mirror giant snakes.

Later on, discover the natural essence
of Cambodia by visiting a handicraft

centre.

Overnight in Siem Reap.

D6 SIEM REAP (B/L)

After breakfast, visit the ancient
capital of Angkor Thom, a huge
architectural complex with the
famous Bayon Temple at its centre.
This mountain-temple was once
surrounded by 54 towers. On each of
the 37 remaining, four enigmatic faces
can still be recognized. Then, explore
Baphuon, which was fully restored by
a team of French archaeologists after
16 years of work. The temple consists
of intricate carvings, which include
fanciful depictions of lotus flowers,
men in battle, as well as wild animals
and hunters.

Lunch is at a local restaurant.

ANGKOR WAT

In the afternoon, visit Angkor Wat
(early-mid 12t century), dedicated to
the Hindu god Vishnu. This
magnificent temple-mountain, built
by King Suryavarman I, is considered
as a masterpiece of Khmer
architecture and art. Its temple walls
are decorated with thousands of bas
reliefs symbolizing prominent deities
and figures in Hindu and Buddhist
religions.

In the late afternoon, visit a local
artist's studio.

Overnight in Siem Reap.

Note: If the visit falls on a Buddhist
religious day (about 4 or 5 days per
month), the visit of Angkor Wat should
be postponed to another day in order
to visit its third floor.

D7 SIEM REAP-BANTEAY SREI-

ROLUOS GROUP-SIEM REAP (B/L)
After breakfast, drive to the famous
Bantey Srey Temple - the “Citadel of
Women”. This sandstone temple (late
10" century) is considered to be a
jewel in the crown of classical Khmer
art, as it is cut from stones of a pinkish
hue and includes a variety of the most
gorgeous stone carvings.

BANTEAY SREI TEMPLE

Then, return back to Siem Reap
through the Cambodian countryside,
and stop by at a centre of the golden
silk production to learn about this
ancient craft. From the region of Lake
Tonle, these silkworms naturally



produce a yellow-gold colour used
since the 13" century in Khmer
traditional crafts.

It is then followed by a visit to the
marvellously restored Bantey Samré
Temple.

Lunch is at a local restaurant.

In the afternoon, visit the Roluos
Group, located 9 miles east of Siem
Reap. It represents the remains of
Hariharalaya, the first major capital of
the Angkorian era Khmer Empire. This
archaeological complex is comprised
of three major temples dating from
the late 19™ century: Preah Ko, the
temple-mountain of Bakong and Lolei
Temple set in the middle of a “Baray”
(an artificial body of water).

Overnight in Siem Reap.

D8 SIEM REAP (B)

After breakfast, depart to Kompong
Khleang, a village located 31 miles
from Siem Reap, surrounded by a
swamped forest, where one of the
largest communities on the lake live
mainly on fishing.

Then, embark on small boats and
observe the everyday life of villagers.
Visit the Vietnamese village as well as
the place where smoked fish is
produced (from October to March,
only during the dry season).

Later on, return back to Siem Reap
and the time is at leisure.

Note: Rooms shall be released by
12pm (noon).

Depending on the flight schedule,
transfer to the airport for the
departure flight.

Note: The village cannot be visited
between March and October due to
water levels. We can offer you two
alternative options:

(1) Visit to the floating village of
Chongkness

(2) City tour (temple museum, royal
gardens, Buddhist monastery...)

End of our services.

Our prices include:

Government taxes (VAT, etc ...).

Our prices do not include:

Accommodation in a shared double or twin room at selected hotels . Visa for Cambodia.
Transfer by a private air-conditioned vehicle as per program. .
English speaking Guide for each area except during free time. .
Entry fees for all sightseeing as mentioned on the program.

Meals as mentioned on the program: (B) for breakfast and (L) for lunch.

International flights and airport taxes.
Drinks, tips, personal expenses and all services not clearly mentioned.




